
 

 
 

2026 DUKE UNIVERSITY ENERGY IN EMERGING MARKETS 

CASE COMPETITION 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

General 

1. What is the Duke University Energy in Emerging Markets Case Competition? 

The Duke University Energy in Emerging Markets Case Competition (EEMCC) is an 

international graduate-level case competition that challenges students to develop innovative, 

commercially viable solutions to real-world energy challenges in emerging markets. Teams 

work on a live case from an industry partner and present recommendations to industry judges. 

 

The Energy in Emerging Markets Case Competition is sponsored by the Duke Fuqua MBA 

Energy Club and the James E. Rogers Energy Access Project at Duke University. The 

competition is part of Energy Week at Duke which brings industry experts, community 

organizers, and government officials, and students to discuss the energy-climate nexus and 

explore the ways in which energy both contributes to climate change and can be a major 

solution. 

 

2. Who is this year's case partner? 

The 2026 case partner is SunCulture, a climate technology company transforming agriculture 

through solar-powered irrigation, embedded finance, and digital services for smallholder 

farmers across Africa. 

 

3. Who can participate? 

Graduate students (ALL graduate-level programs, including M.B.A., Master's, Ph.D., etc.) 

enrolled at accredited universities worldwide. 

 

4. Can undergraduate students participate? 

No. The competition is intended for graduate students. 

 

5. Do you have an example of past years’ winners? 

Yes, check out this article that describes the case competition and presents the winners from 

2025.  

 

Team Formation 

6. How many students can be on a team? 

Teams must consist of between 2 and 5 graduate students from the same university. 

 

7. Can students from different universities form a team? 

No. 

 

8. Can a university send multiple teams? 

Yes. There is no limit to the number teams one university can send. 

https://sites.duke.edu/fuquaenergyclub/about-us/
https://sites.duke.edu/fuquaenergyclub/about-us/
https://energyaccess.duke.edu/
https://sunculture.io/
https://nicholasinstitute.duke.edu/articles/duke-graduate-students-win-annual-energy-emerging-markets-case-competition


 

 

Registration 

9. How do I register? 

The official registration form opens on September 1, complete the registration form by or 

before the application deadline: September 11, 2026, 11.59 p.m. ET. 

 

10. Is there a registration fee? 

No. Participation is free. 

 

11. What information is required? 

Team member names, emails, university, degree program, and expected graduation year. 

 

Competition Format 

12. What is the competition format? 

The competition consists of three rounds: 

1. Executive Summary: Teams submit an executive summary of their proposed solution.  

2. Business Plan: Advancing teams submit a comprehensive business plan.  

3. Final Presentation: Finalists present to a panel of judges during Duke Energy Week, 

followed by Q&A. 

 

13. How many rounds will the competition have? 

Typically preliminary, semi-final, and final rounds. 

 

14. Is the competition virtual or in person? 

Preliminary rounds are always virtual. Finalist teams are highly encouraged to attend the final 

round in person at Duke University for presentations before live judging panel. They are also 

invited to participate in Energy Week at Duke activities and networking. A virtual option will 

be made available, however, especially for teams based outside North America. Participants 

are responsible for their own travel and lodging expenses 

 

The Case 

15. When will the case be released? 

After registration closes. 

 

16. Can teams ask clarification questions? 

Yes. There will be an open clarification period after the case release, and responses will be 

shared with all teams. 

 

Communication 

17. How will updates be shared? 

Via email to registered teams. 

 

18. Who should I contact with questions? 

casecompetition-request@duke.edu   

 

https://duke.is/eemcc2026-register
mailto:casecompetition-request@duke.edu
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